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The distinctly neuralgic pains are probably due to toxae- 
mically depressed or exhausted sensory nerve roots or centres 
in the cord and bulb. Regarding the relations of influenza 
to insanity, he quotes the following conclusions arrived at by 
Dr. Leledy, and published in the Lancet, No. 3558: “ 1. In¬ 
fluenza, like other febrile diseases, may establish a psycho¬ 
pathy. 2. Insanity may develop at various periods of the 
attack. 3. Influenza may induce any form of insanity. 4. No 
specific symptoms are manifested. 5. The role of influenza 
in the causation of insanity is a variable one. 6. Influenza 
may be a predisposing or exciting cause. 7. In all cases 
there is some acquired or inherited predisposition. 8. The 
insanity is the result of altered brain nutrition, possibly toxic. 
9. The onset of the insanity is often sudden, and bears no re¬ 
lation to the severity of the attack of influenza. 10. The 
curability depends on general rather than special conditions. 

11. The insane arc less disposed to influenza than the sane. 

12. In rare instances influenza has cured psychosis. 13. The 

insane may have mental remission during the influenza. 14. 
There is no special indication in treatment. 15. Influenza 
may lead to crimes and medico-legal issues.” Dr. Mills en¬ 
dorses all of the above except in regard to there being no 
specific symptoms manifested. Though this in a general 
sense is true, he believes the most frequent type is a form of 
melancholia. While admitting that too free use of the numer¬ 
ous chemically powerful remedies employed in influenza 
may in a measure be responsible for the mental and nervous 
complications, he says that many of these remedies have 
proved of some value, and that the enormous consumption of 
a drug like antipyrin is a practical argument both for and 
against its use. A. F. 

EPILEPSY MISTAKEN FOR UR/EMIC CONVUL¬ 
SIONS. 

(Medical News, Oct. 31, 1891.) After reporting two 
cases of epilepsy with albuminuria, mistaken for uraemic 
convulsions, Dr. James Tyson says that so far as any 
peculiarity of the convulsions themselves is concerned, 
there is no way of avoiding similar errors. The uraemic 
are in fact typical epileptic convulsions exhibiting the same 
varieties and degrees. But true uraemic convulsions do not 
repeat themselves at intervals of months or years at a time, 
and yet leave the patient apparently no worse for his ex¬ 
perience. And if true epileptic convulsions happened to be 
accompanied by albuminuria, such albuminuria does not as 
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a rule remain at a standstill, or grow gradually less, but 
increases, and is associated after a time with other phenom¬ 
ena of chronic Bright’s disease, such as hypertrophy of left 
ventricle, cedema, and high vascular tension. A. F. 

STATUS EPILEPTICUS. 

G. R. Trowbridge, M.D., and C. B. Mayberry, M.D., 
in The Journal of the American Medical Association, 
Nov. 7, 1891, draw the following conclusions from a 
paper on this subject : On account of its association 
with epilepsy, status epilepticus should not be considered 
as a distinct disease, but merely a climax of the neurosis. It 
consists of two stages : a convulsive and a comatose, though 
the latter is sometimes replaced by a period of maniacal ex¬ 
citement. That there is no demonstrable lesion causative of 
the status. That the prognosis is unfavorable. That the 
treatment is in a measure symptomatic, but considerable re¬ 
liance can be placed upon the hypodermic use of the hydro- 
bromates of hyoscine or conine, combined with morphine. 

A. F. 


FUNCTIONAL BRAIN DEGENERACY. 

J. T. Searcy, in The Journal of the American Medical 
Association, Nov. 7, 1891, says : Brain capacity is the 
result of ancestral and individual brain practice. The 
test of these qualifications are the grades of intellect¬ 
ual and ethical abilities, usually determined by the level 
the individual, the family, or the race occupies in com¬ 
petitive life. Degeneracies of brain ability are occasioned 
by brain inactivity, which is the principle method of deterio¬ 
ration; but whatever injures the brain structure impairs in¬ 
tellectual and ethical ability, whether it be traumatism, dis¬ 
ease or defect, or abuse with drugs. A great field for the 
highest order of public sanitation is open in this direction, 
heretofore almost wholly unoccupied by our profession. 

A. F. 

NEURALGIA FOLLOWING FRACTURE SUCCESS¬ 
FULLY TREATED BY OPERATION. 

Reginald H. Sayre, M.D., in the New York Medical 
Journal, Aug. 22, 1891, records the case of a young man who 
had small-pox when an infant, which apparently caused such 
a degree of fragility of right femur that it was broken in nearly 
the same place on three occasions, each four years from 



